Chlamydia trachomatis: an underestimated cause for rhinitis in neonates.
The incidence of Chlamydia trachomatis genital tract infection among randomly selected attendants of the ante-natal clinic of the Suez Canal University Hospital, Ismailia, Egypt, during 1996 was detected. It was found to be 9% by examining endocervical swabs using the direct immunofluorescent test and 13% after serological detection by the indirect immunofluorescent test. The incidence of neonatal Chlamydia infection in the same population assessed by nasal and conjunctival swabs tested for Chlamydia using the direct immunofluorescent test was found to be 9%. In spite of the low incidence of neonatal Chlamydia infection detected in this study, neonates 'at risk' i.e. born to infected mothers, showed a high rate of Chlamydia transmission (57%) with 21.4% of the infected neonates presenting with this specific rhinitis. This study documents Chlamydia trachomatis as an underestimated cause of rhinitis in neonates characterized by being resistant to empirical remedies.